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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, TH 
SUBJECT: OIL 

REF: STATE 187474 

1. SOURCES IN RTG MINERAL RESOURCES DEPT AND COMPANY REPRESENTATIVES 
OF TENNECO AND UNION OIL CO. AGREE UPI STORY REPORTING COMMERCIALLY 
EXPLOITABLE PETROLEUM STRIKE IN GULF OF THAILAND PREMATURE AND 
INACCURATE. 

2. CHIEF OF MINERAL FUEL DIV., MINERAL RESOURCES DEPT., TOLD 
EMBOFF THAT PM THANOM'S REMARKS AT REGULAR WEDNESDAY NEWS CON- 
FERENCE BASED ON BRIEFING. PM AND THAI CABINET RECEIVED FROM 
MINERAL RESOURCES DEPT. ACCORDING TO CHIEF MINERAL FUEL DIV., 

FIGURE OF 20,000 TO 50,000 BARRELS PER DAY PRODUCTION OF CRUDE 

OIL WAS INVLUDED IN BRIEFING OF PM WHO THEN REFERRED TO IT IN 

SENSE OF THEORETICAL MAXIMUM PRODUCTION THAT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE 

FROM THE GULF OF THAILAND. PM SAIB HIS PREDICTION WAS BASED ON 

FRAGMENTARY AND INCOMPLETE DATA GATHERED AFTER ONLY SEVEN EXPLORATORY 

WELLS DUG IN WHOLE GULF AREA, BUT THIS CAVEAT NOT INCLUDED IN 

PRESS ACCOUNTS. UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION OF THAI TEXT OF PM'S 

REMARKS WERE INACCURATELY REPORTED. 

3. TENNECO REP DESCRIBED PM'S REMARKS AS QTE UNFORTUNATE UNQTE. 
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TENNECO REP REFUSED ANY COMMENT ON THE EXTENT OF TENNECO'S OWN 
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DISCOVERY IN THE GULF. AT THE TIME OF THE DISCOVERY TENNECO 
REPORTED FINDING TRACES OF OIL IN AN EXPLORATORY WELL IN BLOCK 15. 

TEMNECO REP DID VOLUNTEER THAT REPORT APPEARING IN THAI PRESS 
CLAIMED WELL BRILLED 6,000 FEET DEEPER THAN WAF ACTUALLY THE CASE. 

HE SAID WHOLE ARTICLE WAS CHARACTERIZED BY ERRORS OF FACT ON GRAND 
SCALE AND ADDED THAT RARELY, IF EVER, COULD JUDGMENTS AS TO COM 
MERCIAL EXPLOIT ABILITY OF OIL DEPOSITS BE MADE ON THE BASIS OF 
ONE SINGLE WELL. 
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